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The ‘Vaanoli Pama’ 7 bnew

It was in June 1986 that | bhegan to work with
OfERR/ProTEG as a volunteer. If my memory serves me right,
the office was situated on the second floor of an apartment
building on Montieth Road. I vividly remember the day
I reported for work. I was assigned a room in which Mr. R,
Pathmanathan or fondly referred to as *Vaanoli Mama® by all
those working in the office, was in charge of documentation.

The other person in the room was Mr. Srinivasan, On that
day Mr. Pathmanathan had o newspaper in his hand and was
agitatedly going through a list of names in the pater. After the
formalities of introduction was over he came to me and showed
the list and said “what an atrocity? Sce the Sri Lankan armed
forces have once again gone on the rampage and killed more
than 36", pointing to a name on the list he said “I knew this
mar.




He was such an innocent man and they have killed him
too”. 1 asked him if he was a friend or a close acquaintance of
his. He replied and said, he was just a humble worker in a
school working as peon,

Nevertheless o close friend said pathmanathan. That was
the cablibre of the man. No wonder R. Pathmanabhan was a
‘mama’ (uncle) to one and all. He moved with the high and
mighty but never lost the common touch.

He continued to work in OfERR up to 1992 hefore decid-
ing to go back to his homeland. He was a mentor to all whao
sought his wise counsel. Always ready to help any one whao
sought his help. He was a person who was loved by all. He
never turned anyone away. He was a father figure and was a
great help to the organisation on the advocacy work,



He was the first choice to be sent to the government
offices if and when a difficult problem had to be solved. In addi-
tion to his persuasive skills he had the capacity to spell out the
needs of the organisation with all patience, skill and sagacity.

Diabetes was an irritant to him but he bore the daily
punch of insulin inte body in a matter of fact way. But he
carried on. Rain or sunshine he would be the first to be in office.
Mot only was he a friend to many but was also a perfect
example of a person who followed the rules and regulations.
MNever faltering in upholding the good principles.

We send his three sons and their families our deepest
sympathies and condolences.

- Rev. Sam Coilpillai.
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